BURNING FAITH

Aron Rottenberg received burns on over 50% of his body as he tried to put out a fire started by an 
arsonist. The arsonist placed rags soaked with a flammable substance on Rottenberg's  back porch. According to MyFoxNY.com an 18-year-old neighbor (with burns on his hands) is being held on charges of arson, attempted murder and assault.

The arson was just the last in a series of attempts to force Rottenberg to leave the neighborhood. Previously his car windows, then his house windows were broken out. Another time a mob of 100 showed up chanting, "Aron Rottenberg, leave the neighborhood."

So what did Rottenberg do to merit the scorn, vandalism and even attempted murder? He started a prayer group. Really. That was his crime.

He is a Hasidic Jew, and a year ago the local rabbi announced that no one should pray outside the main synagogue. Rottenberg started a prayer group that met in another building. 

I'm sure there are many other dynamics at work here, but I can't imagine making it a matter of life and death to prevent an unauthorized prayer meeting in your neighborhood, especially when the objections come from within your own faith community. This kind of behavior leaves outside observers shaking their heads at the contradiction of ungodly actions in the name of God.

I must be careful about being too critical of this synagogue. I too often see a similar dynamic at work in the church. It troubles me that I see pastors leave the ministry in frustration, not because of opposition from the unbelieving world, but because of opposition from within the church. I see believers retreat into a privatized, churchless Christianity because they can't stand to watch the idiotic issues church people are willing to fight over. 

I recently watched a congregation go through a major decision. The debate was carried on through anonymous letters, insane accusations, flyers secretly posted in the windows of local businesses and attempts to bring long-lost "members" to vote about the future of a church they hadn't attended in decades and did not intend to attend in the future. 

Jesus said, "By their fruits you will know them." When people stoop to this level, they show their lack of the Spirit at worst, and deep spiritual immaturity at best. 

When you don't get your way in the church, what spirit do others see manifested through you? If it's not the Spirit of Jesus, then the church shouldn't listen to you anyway. If it is the Spirit of Jesus, your behavior and attitudes will bring honor to him, whether you get your way or not. That's the acid test.
