GOVERNOR PERRY'S GUTSY CALL TO PRAYER
By Doug Harvey

Governor Rick Perry of Texas has called for a national day of prayer and fasting for our nation. The date is set for this Saturday, August 6, 2011 from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM. The primary event of the day will be a prayer rally in Reliant Stadium in Houston, Texas. The event will be simulcast over the internet and streamed live to many locations across the US, including DHF's prayer room, "The Lovington Prayer Experience" that is housed in our building at 228 N. Broadway in Lovington, Illinois. All are welcome.

Perry has been touted as a possible candidate for the Republican presidential nomination. I believe this call to prayer may well cut him out of contention for that role. In recent weeks he has been hit with ugly verbal attacks and one spurious lawsuit from special interest groups. I'm neither for nor against Perry as a presidential candidate, but I admire his willingness to prioritize prayer over his personal political aspirations. In the long view, if his call to national repentance and prayer is heeded, he will have done more for this nation's future than is possible from the Oval Office. 

The United States is struggling under the weight of generations of unwise and too often ungodly decisions that are coming together in a national crisis. The latest manifestation of that crisis was the battle over the debt ceiling increase. The bottom line of that battle is very simple: This nation is being forced to answer for bad choices that have snowballed out of control. There seem to be no good solutions. It doesn't even seem possible to have an honest conversation about the way forward. Our national leadership was completely unable to make a serious decision over the debt ceiling, and made a choice that did virtually nothing to deal with the underlying issues. All sides felt sidelined and cheated, and we're still headed off toward a future that simply cannot be sustained. 

Anyone who thinks any political party will bring about our national salvation is whistling in the dark. I have to watch myself here. I keep hoping for some great leader to arise and lead us out of the quagmire. Then I have to remember there is only one great leader who can truly save us. Jesus alone can save us individually from the righteous consequences of our sins, and Jesus alone can bring restoration and wholeness to this nation after our pathetic attempts to do things "our way." 

I've seen a broad outline of the prayer rally, and have to say I'm impressed. The plan isn't for a feel-good God-and-Country patriotic rally. A major part of the time is devoted to repentance, both personal and corporate. This is the right place to begin. Christians are just part of the problem until we submit our hearts wholly to our King. The church is just part of the problem until it submits wholly to the one it calls King. Only after looking into our own hearts does the rally move on to prayer for the nation.

When God's people pray, great things happen. Please step away from the political and economic debates for a while and let God deal with your heart. Put aside the parties and platforms and ask Him to restore us as a righteous and Godly nation. Whether through The Response or some other venue, get with God's people to pray for America. There really is no other answer.
