SO SMART, SO DECEIVED
By Doug Harvey

Stephen Hawking is an amazing man. Despite a decades-long struggle with a debilitating nerve disease, he has remained one of the most creative and brilliant physicists of our time. Unfortunately, Hawking's amazing grasp of topics from the physics of sub-atomic particles to the intricacies of the Big Bang theory haven't saved him from the hubris that sometimes accompanies men of science.

Hawking has never been a believer, but 25 years ago he admitted his understanding of physics allowed room for the possibility of a God behind the universe. More recently he has asserted that advances in physics have removed the possibility of a deity involved in creation. He told an interviewer that heaven is a "fairy story" for people afraid of the dark.

That's quite an assertion, ever for someone as brilliant as Hawking, or should I say, especially for someone as brilliant as Hawking. 

By its very nature, atheism cannot be proven. It is nearly impossible to prove a negative even in the simplest of assertions. For instance, if you try to prove absolutely that there are no blue-colored polar bears, you would have to observe every polar bear in existence, and preferably every one that ever existed. Until you know you can account for every possible polar bear, you can't prove the assertion, you can only generalize from the ones you have seen. 

To dismiss the existence of God or heaven on the basis of today's physics is a much larger step of blind faith. Hawking first has to assume the theories asserted by physicists today are accurate. This alone is a huge leap, as our understanding of physics has gone through immense change in the past century and a half. Then he has to assume that the theories he asserts apply to the entire universe. Again, this is an impossibility, as he cannot observe even a smattering of the entire universe. He has to make the leap of faith that the little bit he can examine is exactly the same as the rest of a creation so vast we can't really grasp its size, much less examine a significant part of it closely. He then has to assume that only those things that can be directly observed and measured exist. This may be the biggest leap of all. 

He assumes that once we get a perfect understanding of the physics of this universe (quite a notion in itself), we have figured out all that is. It's not that simple, though. If for example, we could describe the physical functioning of the human brain in every detail, would we understand what it means to be a person? No. A map of the entire electro-chemical workings of my brain would not explain who I am or why I matter. Neither will a complete understanding of the physical universe explain its meaning or what possibilities lie beyond the universe we can comprehend.

Oddly, the same man who believes he is just an accident of the random banging of atoms against one another still thinks he matters. He has been physically debilitated to the point of complete dependency on other people for virtually everything in his life for decades. If he is just an accidental follow-up to the first wrinkles in the fabric of space/time soon after the Big Bang, and If he is just a random piece of biological mush, is there really any reason not to toss him into a yard full of hungry pit bulls? What makes his life any more significant than the hunger of the dogs? What does it matter if he advances our knowledge of physics, since we don't really matter anyway? Indeed, if we are just random assemblages of chemicals, what is the point of keeping any of us alive? 

Hawking is not a young man, and he has not been a healthy man for a long time. It won't be much longer before he comes face-up with a reality bigger and more important than galaxies, electrons and 
DNA strands. Just beyond the reach of our limited perception is a living God and a real heaven that neither Hawking nor I can fully grasp. Pray that Hawking discovers God's truth in time; and not just Hawking, but all those around us who have yet to grasp God's reality. 

