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LEARNING CURVE

As I write this, I'm preparing to go into the DHF video studio and record two "DHF Elder Update" messages. I believe strongly that God called DHF to create a video studio and to use the medium of video to teach, inspire and encourage our churches to be all He wants them to be. 

But I keep wondering, "God, why me?" I have a face made for radio, I've never worked in video production, I've never even played around with a video recorder, and I've certainly never edited video. But God called, and I've been in a months-long learning curve.

As I reflect on my learning curve, I have realized it is a part of the life pattern of a Christian. As long as I seek God's direction, He will keep pushing me beyond my limits so I can learn to depend on Him. So, against my better judgment, I am learning to create video materials.

As individuals and as a congregation, we can expect God to keep pressing us forward into uncomfortable territory. It's not always something as mundane as video editing, but God always has another step forward for His children. Look at the life of any biblical character who lived in God's will and you will find someone who was constantly being challenged to live by faith and step beyond their capacities and their comfort zones. 

If you are seeking God's direction in your life, expect change and challenge. It's like the old saying goes, "God loves you enough to accept you where you are, and He also loves you enough not to leave you there." Christianity isn't intended to make you comfortable, it's intended to make you Christlike. And we've all got some ground to cover to attain that.

If there currently isn't a point in your life where you are being stretched and grown, you are probably not moving in God's best plan for you. Take a look in your heart and ask if you've let yourself get stuck in a rut. Ask God where He's calling you to step out in faith. Then follow His lead.

In Christ we will always be called forward, always be given one more step beyond our comfort zones. Don't fight this truth, welcome God's challenges as calls to blessing, for that is really what they are.

As a new year begins, many people evaluate their giving patterns and reset them for the next year. This is a great time to ask God if He is calling you into a learning curve in the area of giving. Is He calling you to let Him stretch you into new levels of trusting His provision? Don't assume the answer, check with God to see what He is calling you to. When He reveals the call, step out boldly in trusting faith. He always comes through. 

-Doug

ISRAEL TRIP

[image: ]I've never been too sure what to think about tours of Israel. I was concerned they could be shallow tourist-style experiences that wouldn't be worth the time and money. Last winter I was blessed to live in Jerusalem for two months. Out of that, I learned that a visit to the Holy Land is far more than a tour, it can be a life-changing experience. While there, I determined to help others experience the blessings of the Holy Land. I've wondered about the claims in tour brochures, but now I know it really is the experience of a lifetime to follow in the footsteps of Jesus and see the land of the Bible. 

I will lead a tour to Israel November 4-13, 2012. Final details and pricing are still in process as we print this letter, but they will soon be posted on the DHF website. Start planning now so you will be there as we experience biblical sites in Galilee and Jerusalem, ride the "Jesus Boat" on the Sea of Galilee, take a cable car to the fortress of Masada as well as visiting two prayer rooms where Christians from around the world pray for the peace of Jerusalem around the clock. 

-Doug
More detailed information is available at: http://www.tourstotheholyland.com/doug-harvey-and-friends-9-day-israel-tour.aspx
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