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GETTING SPECIFIC


Jesus said, "Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also."  

This covers many areas of our lives, but over the next couple of months I want to ask you to consider what this means when you give to DHF.

When you give to DHF, you invest your heart in the unity of God's church. Just as there are many local churches, so there are many denominations and associations and networks in the world. And just as supporting your particular local church is an investment of your heart in its ministry, so supporting DHF is investing in the particular network of churches DHF represents. Christian unity manifests itself in concrete, specific commitments, not generic proclamations. 

I sometimes hear idealistic Christians claim they don't belong to any particular local church, but only to God's universal church. That sounds very noble, but the pattern in the Bible is that God works through specifics, not generalities. He called Abraham specifically. He set the Jews aside as a chosen people. He identified Jerusalem as His chosen capital city. He sent a particular person, Jesus, to a particular time and place to bring our redemption. He didn't send a generic message or a multitude of saviors. He came as one man to die once for our sins. God gets specific and works through local bodies of believers, not generic concepts. To claim you are a Christian, part of the body of Christ, without belonging to a local church is a bit like claiming to be married, but not to anyone in particular. When a congregation claims to be part of God's universal church, while standing disconnected from identification with any particular network in that universal body, we are evading the reality that God works through specific, identifiable relational networks in His church. Biblical unity requires us to find a specific fellowship for identity, ministry and support. 

DHF is certainly not the only option out there, but it is the best one for many congregations that share our core values and want a relational fellowship, not a structured denomination. 
When you or your church support DHF financially, you confirm this is where your heart is invested. Out of all the possible Kingdom connections that are possible, this is the one where you invest your support and share your heart. 

Over the long haul, I've never known a healthy Christian who was not invested in a particular local congregation. Over the long haul, I've never known a healthy church that was not identified with a specific network of churches beyond their four walls. 

[image: ]As you give to DHF, you are taking a step toward the unity of God's church. You are making a heart investment in a specific network of churches and church leaders who offer both identity and connectedness for you.

-Doug

SUMMERTIME

We are particularly concerned as we move into summer this year. DHF's giving has traditionally tapered off during the summer months. I am writing this in May, and we are already seeing the trend begin. 

DHF is operating close to the edge, financially. Please remember our ministry through the months of summer.


DATES TO REMEMBER

Saturday, June 11, 1:00 PM: Dedication of the DHF prayer room, "The Lovington Prayer Experience." 

Saturday, October 11, 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM: Online DHF conference broadcast on the internet and live at the DHF Ministry Center. Theme: "My House Shall Be Called a House of Prayer." 
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