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SHAKING FOUNDATIONS


"When the foundations are being destroyed,
what can the righteous do?" (Psalms 11:3)

The Psalmist asks a good question. What can we do when the foundations of our nation are being destroyed and the church of Jesus Christ is under assault from without and within? 

I don't need to detail the ways our secular culture is undermining Christian faith and practice in this country. You know the reality. Though our national decline concerns me deeply, I am far more concerned about the way biblical faith is being undermined from within the church. 

Since the earliest days of the church, we have had to deal with erosion of the foundations from within. In the Book of Acts, Paul had to confront the Judaizers who would have kept Christianity as a Jewish sect excluding most of us from the Kingdom. Later he had to address a number of heresies through his letters. John, Peter and Jude similarly wrote to defend the faith against those who would destroy the church from within with false teaching. 

If you know church history at all, you can trace the false teachers and prophets who have preyed on the vulnerable and tried to turn God's church into a den of heresy and unchristian practices. For several centuries a movement, often within the church, has been undermining the foundations of the church by denying the reliability and authority of Scripture. It goes by many names and emphases, including humanism, liberalism, postmodernism, liberation theology and process theology. The common thread of all of these is rejection of the authority and reliability of the Bible.

The bottom line is this: Either Christianity is based on a reliable revelation from God in Scripture or else Christianity is whatever you want it to be. If the Bible is not reliable, there is no source for evaluating truth claims of any sort. Saddam Hussein, Ahmadinejad or Timothy McVeigh can all legitimately claim to be Christians just as much as Billy Graham because no one can define Christianity without a reliable source for knowledge of Jesus Christ and the mind of God. 

Christians disagree about many details of the faith, but as long as we respect the Bible as an inspired and reliable document, we have a place to go to work out our issues. If you and I interpret an inspired Bible differently, we can realize that it is a sign of our human limitations, and keep looking for truth in the source we both trust. But as soon as you decide the Bible is a human document and cannot be trusted fully, we fallible human beings become the source of truth about God and the unseen world. Suddenly there is no way to sort out the competing claims of those who believe Jesus was the Son of God and those who think he was a Marxist peasant philosopher. Without a reliable source of revealed truth, there is no reliable way to know if life is to be treasured or if it's OK to kill people when they are no longer able to work. The questions of eternity, judgment and afterlife are left for our guesswork. 

Living as Christians in a secularized culture that undermines the foundations from without, and destructive human-centered theologies that undermine the foundations from within the church, we have to take a clear stand. The Bible is the inspired written revelation of the heart of God. Because it is the Word of God, it defines truth. It is not our job to make it fit our culture or our churches. It is our task to fit our culture and our churches to it. 

Help us lift up the standard. Help us strengthen churches and church leaders in the Word. Keep the truth of God's Word lifted high above all the little theories of men. 
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