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9/11
Every so often there is an event so traumatic or dramatic that virtually everyone in a nation remembers vividly where they were, what they felt and what they were doing when the news came. The first such national event in my memory was the assassination of President Kennedy. Others saw the Challenger disaster as their first national trauma. The most recent national trauma came September 11, 2001, when the United States came under direct attack for the first time since Pearl Harbor.

This month will mark the tenth anniversary of the September 11 attack on the United States. Since 9/11 falls on a Sunday this year, I expect we will see many churches note the event and try to learn from it.

From the perspective of a leader of churches, I would like to make the following observations:

Evil is real.  A key division between Biblical Christians and liberal or postmodern thought is our view of evil. Liberalism sees people as basically good. They view evil as a social problem that would go away if we could just eliminate poverty, racism, etc. Evangelicals see evil as inherent in the human condition and recognize that it will never go away until humanity is transformed at the end of time. Evil doesn't just live in areas of poverty and ignorance. It is universal. You and I have very real evil living in us. The New Testament calls it the "flesh" nature.

In the church and in the world, we must honestly face the reality of evil. This is why all leaders must be accountable to a legitimate authority. If we aren't, we will inevitably abuse our power. The evil that is within us manifests as sin, and sin destroys. We won't be saved by a new social order, we won't be saved by sincerity or trying to be good. We need a savior, someone with divine power to break the power of sin in our lives now and for eternity. 

We are at war. We all love the illusion that with a few little tweaks, a Mideast peace treaty, maybe an attempt to get China to like us more, Rodney King's vision would materialize and we could "all just get along." September 11 reminded us that there are a lot of people out there with whom we will never get along because they don't want to get along. 

The Bible is clear that this world is a spiritual battlefield. There are no civilians, we are all in the war whether we acknowledge it or not. A church that wants to just get by  and stay happy without engaging in the spiritual war for the souls of the lost and the soul of this nation is ignoring reality and will eventually die a well-deserved death. We don't want to be at war, but spiritual war is reality. If we don't engage it, we surrender to the enemy of our souls.

What we believe really matters. Strong forces in our nation are trying to say all religions are basically the same and we should respect all religions equally. They would prefer that all faiths view all others as legitimate paths to God. Aside from the fact that this is self-contradictory (conflicting truths can't both be true), a quick look at the fruit of the various faiths around the world gives the lie to the idea that religions are all the same. "By their fruits you will know them." Is there an Islamic country you would prefer over any Western nation rooted in Christianity? Not likely. Christians live in legitimate fear in most Moslem nations. Muslims live in freedom in every Christian-inspired nation. How many acts of terror by faithful Moslems have happened in the last decade? How many have been perpetrated by faithful Christians? 

Spreading the Gospel is not imperialism or forcing our culture down the throats of others, it is liberating people for the best possible life in this world and the next. 

DHF's mission of empowering churches and church leaders to live out the Biblical faith matters deeply. In a world intent on denying the unique saving and transforming power of Jesus Christ, we lead believers to stand firm and proclaim the one who can truly save, Jesus Christ. 

-Doug   
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